


CONTEXT OF THE SCHOOL 
W.R. Coile Middle School has the following demographic profile: 
•   53% African-American 
•  38% Hispanic  
•  2% multi-racial 
•  7% white 
 
 
 
644 students/54 teachers (38 with advanced degrees) 
94% Eligible for free or reduced lunch 
 
The Athens-Clarke County Public School is located in a quiet rural area in Athens, GA. 
Coile serves grades 6th through 8th and provides several ESOL accommodations   
(pullout groups, translated texts, administrative assistance, etc.) 
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OUR CLASS 

•  Ms. Melanie Maxey’s English Language Arts class is 
comprised of African-American and Latino students 

•  We focused primarily on the ELL students  

•  Gaining her doctorate in ESOL 

•  Alicia Coughlin provides ESOL support 

•  Ms. Miller: special education support 
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RATIONALE 

Why we chose the Hunger Games …  
•  Working on dystopian novels in the class 
•  Explores social structures 
•  Grade-appropriate text 
•  Contemporary and popular  



LANGUAGE/LITERACY DEMANDS 

Approximate 7th and up Grade Level 

Density Level: Moderate level of content words per clause 

Specialized terminology: advanced usage of Standard English in an informal, conversational tone 

Genre: 1st Person, informal narrative story-telling (simulates oral discourse) 

 

Field: 1st person perspective internal monologue. Personalized participants. 

Dialogue (external) between two close friends (narrator and Gale) 

Tenor: Uninhibited, informal, personal relationship with audience.   

Mode: Repetition, time sequencing, extended dialogue. 

Strategies: PALS, vocabulary acquisition, role play. 

 



TEXT SAMPLE 
Internal Monologue:    

“In the fall, a few brave souls sneak into the woods to harvest apples. But always in 
sight of the Meadow. Always close enough to run back to the safety of District 12 
if trouble arises. “District Twelve. Where you can starve to death in safety,” I 
mutter. Then I glance quickly over my shoulder. Even here, even in the middle of 
nowhere, you worry someone might overhear you.” 

 

External Dialogue: 

“Hey, Catnip,” says Gale. My real name is Katniss, but when I first told him, I had 
barely whispered it. So he thought I’d said Catnip. Then when this crazy lynx 
started following me around the woods looking for handouts, it became his official 
nickname for me. I finally had to kill the lynx because he scared off game. I almost 
regretted it because he wasn’t bad company. But I got a decent price for his pelt.” 

 

 



OBJECTIVES  

✓  Compare and contrast the concepts of dystopia and utopia 
✓  Make connections between social structures  
✓  Make connections between text-and-self, text-and-text, text-and-

world 
✓  Identify new vocabulary and develop a strategy to find meanings 
✓  Differentiate between external and internal dialogue 
✓  Identify language components  



THEORETICAL INSPIRATIONS  

•  Landtolf &Thorne (2007): Socio-Cultural Theory 

•  Nieto  

•  Wright 

•  Lev Vgotsky: Scaffolding and ZPD 

•  Gloria-Ladsen Billings: Culturally responsive pedagogy 

•  Anstey & Bull (2005): Multicultural and multimodal literacy à 
fostering critical thinking/reading 



 
 
ELACC7RL2: Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their  

 development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 
ELACC7W9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
ELACC7SL5: Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and 

emphasize salient points.  
 ELACC7RL3: Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact  

 (e.g., how settings shape the characters or plot). 
 ELACC7RL3: Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in  

 a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals  
 influence ideas or events). 

ELACC7RL4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in  
 a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the  
 Impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

ELACC7L3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and 

redundancy 
ELACC7L6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 
  
  

STANDARDS 



ESSENTIAL QUESTION 

 
Day 1: How does a dystopian society look?  
 
Day 2: What strategies can we use to identify unknown words in the text? 
 
Day 3: How does the author form a relationship between the reader and the speaker? 
 
Day 4: How important is it for people to have choices? 
 
Day 5: What happens to the individual in a dystopian society? 



PROCEDURE  

Day 1: (Gibbons) 
◇  Introduce dystopia 
◇  Contrast with utopia 
◇  Create semantic web 
◇  Create images of dystopia and utopia  



PROCEDURE  

Day 2: 
◇  Video opener 
◇  PALS activity  
◇  Identifying unknown words 

Day 3: 
◇  Sentence pullout  
◇  Language analysis 



PROCEDURE 

Day 4: 
◇  Rereading  
◇  Discuss aspects of the society  
◇  Create imitative writing 
 
Day 5: 
◇  Wallpapering 
◇  Incorporating images 
◇  Post-it note assessment (formative)   



Partner A Partner B
Begin reading aloud for 5 minutes. If 
you and your partner come across a 
word you are both unfamiliar with, 
write it down.

Follow along silently as your partner 
reads aloud. If your partner struggles 
with words/sentences, help. If you and 
your partner come across a word 
you are both unfamiliar with, write it 
down. 

Follow along silently as your partner 
reads aloud. If your partner struggles 
with words/sentences, help. If you and 
your partner come across a word 
you are both unfamiliar with, write it 
down. 

Begin reading aloud for 5 minutes. If 
you and your partner come across a 
word you are both unfamiliar with, 
write it down. 

Step 1: Coach & Read (5 minutes per partner)  

PALS  
(PEER ASSISTED LEARNING STRATEGIES) 



Partner A Partner B
Ask partner: “Tell me about the first part 
of what we just read.” If your partner 
struggles to recall what you read, 
prompt them with questions related 
to what you read such as: What 
happened to the main character? 
 

Tell your partner what happened first. 
Then ask your partner: “What happened 
next?” If your partner struggles to 
recall what you read, prompt them 
with questions related to what you 
read such as: What happened to the 
main character?
 

Step 2: Retelling (2 minutes) 

Continue to go back and forth until the time is up. 



Step 3: Paragraph Shrinking (5 minutes per partner)  

Partner A Partner B

Continue reading aloud for 5 minutes. 
Only read one paragraph at a time. If 
you and your partner come across a 
word you are both unfamiliar with, 
write it down and continue reading. 

•  Follow along silently as your partner 
reads aloud. If your partner struggles 
with words/sentences, help. If you 
and your partner come across a 
word you are both unfamiliar with, 
write it down.

•  At the end of each paragraph ask: 
“Who or what was the paragraph 
about?”

•  After the answer, ask your partner: 
“What is the most important thing you 
have learned about ‘who’ or ‘what’?”

•  Finally, ask: “Tell the main idea in 10 
words or less. “Count  to help your 
partner keep track. Ask them to shrink 
their summary if necessary.   
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Step 4: Prediction Relay (5 minutes)  

Partner A Partner B
Your job is almost the same as last 
time. Only now you predict what next 
paragraph is about before beginning to 
read.
 

•  Your job is almost the same as last 
time

•  Now the first step is to stop your 
partner at the end of the paragraph 
and ask: “how correct was your 
prediction?”

•  Then ask: “who or what was the 
paragraph about?” After the answer, 
ask your partner, “what is the most 
important thing you have learned 
about that who/what?”

•  Finally, say, “tell me the meaning of 
that who/what”

We decided that Step 4 did not need adaptation, so we did not change it for our PALS activity.  



Partner A Partner B
 Look up the unfamiliar words you 
wrote down while reading in a 
bilingual or English dictionary.

Go back to the text and with your 
partner discuss what the word 
means in the context of the book. 

Look up the unfamiliar words you 
wrote down while reading in a 
bilingual or English dictionary. 

Go back to the text and with your 
partner discuss what the word 
means in the context of the book. 

Step 5: Identifying Unknown Words 
(Added step)   



Mini Teaching Lesson  

Day 1: Activity Three 
 
Students create images of their ideas of dystopian and utopian 
societies based on their definitions, the semantic web, and 
elements of society that they think are dystopian or utopian  
 
Dystopia: an imagined place or state in which everything is 
unpleasant or bad. 
 
Utopia: a community or society possessing highly desirable or near 
perfect qualities.  
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Thank you! 


